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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIRE" 



MAIL STOP: NON-FEE AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 223 13- 1 450 

Dear Sir: 



In response to the Office Action dated April 20, 2004 please consider the 
Remarks/Arguments which begin on page 2 of this paper. 



1 



PAGE 1/3*RCVDAT 5/4/20044:02:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* 8VR:USPTO€FXRF-1/0* DN!S:8729306 * CSID:+3105867940 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-06 



05-04-04 01:02pm. Fron-Gresnborff +3105867940 T-859 P. 002/003 F-869 

Serial No. 10/680,841 PATENT 

Docket No. 54317^024001 



REMARKS 

In the Office Action of April 20, 2004, restriction to one of the following inventions was 
required: Group I including claims 1-39 and 44-45; and Group II including claims 40-43 and 46- 
68. 

In response to this restriction requirement the applicants provisionally elect to prosecute 
the invention of Group L The restriction requirement is, however, respectfully traversed. 

MPEP § 803 sets forth that if the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it 
includes claims to independent or distinct inventions. Thus, there are two criteria for a proper 
requirement for restriction between patentably distinct inventions: 

(A) the inventions must be independent or distinct as claimed; and 

(B) there must be a serious burden on the examiner in simultaneously searching the 
independent or distinct inventions. 

In the present case, the Office Action has not stated that it would be serious burden to 
simultaneously examine the claims of Group I and Group II. 

From a review of the claims, it is respectfully submitted that a proper examination of the 
claims of both Group I and Group n would require, among other things, the need to search for 
particular arrangements and types of polarizers in a light viewing system. Accordingly, since the 
same general search is required to properly examine the claims of both Group I and Group II, it 
is respectfully submitted that the continued prosecution of all of the claims in the subject 
application would not seriously burden the Office. For this reason, it is respectfully submitted 
that the restriction requirement should be withdrawn. 
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CONCLUSION 



It is respectfiilly submitted that the application is in good and proper form for allowance. 
Such action of the part of the Examiner is respectfully requested. Should it be determined, 
however, that a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of the subject application, 
the Examiner is respectftdly requested to contact the attorney undersigned. 

Authorization is hereby given to charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2638. Please reference Attorney Docket Number 543 17-024001 when 
charging any payments or credits in connection with this application. 
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